
	  

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 4, 2019 
 
wind in the leaves with allies and friends’ interdisciplinary series 

pushes boundaries and celebrates artistic risks 
 

Curator charles c. smith brings together artists from diverse and marginalized 
backgrounds to The Citadel on Nov. 15-16, Feb. 14-15, and March 13-14. 

 
TORONTO, ON – Citadel + Compagnie is thrilled to be collaborating with wind 
in the leaves collective to present three interdisciplinary evenings at The Citadel: 
Ross Centre for Dance on Nov. 15-16, 2019; Feb. 14-15, 2020; and March 13-
14, 2020. Bringing together a dynamic and diverse group of accomplished, 
passionate artists, the series will push boundaries of genre and performance 
through dance and poetry.   
 
Curated by charles c. smith, the performances will transform poetry, music, 
dance and visuals into evocative theatrical experiences designed to stimulate 
audiences intellectually, emotionally and spiritually. 

“Building off our successful pilot season in 2019, we are thrilled to be hosting 
wind in the leaves and all of their allies and friends at The Citadel,” says Citadel 
+ Compagnie Artistic Director, Laurence Lemieux. “These creators are pushing 
artistic limits and engaging both artists and audiences from diverse 
backgrounds and artistic practices.” 

“Our goal is to spark a physical, sensual, spiritual and intellectual engagement 
with our work,” says curator charles c. smith. “This is an imaginative, border-
bashing genre that brings together artists from diverse and marginalized 
backgrounds performing incredible, timely and socially relevant work.” 
 
The shows will feature work by Olga Barrios, Monica Gontovic, Sashar Zarif, Aria 
Evans, Atri Nundy, Sheniz Janmohamed, and smith and explore contemporary 
dance, bharatnatyam, Sufi practices, along with contemporary poetry, ghazals 
and more. 

 
 
 
 
 



wind in the leaves with allies and friends 2019/20 
Curated by charles c. smith 
Presented by Citadel + Compagnie  
Tickets are on sale at citadelcie.com 
 
Performances take place at The Citadel: Ross Centre for Dance, located at 304 Parliament 
Street, Toronto, at Dundas and Parliament. 
	  
Nov. 15-16, 2019: wind in the leaves with allies and friends 
Curated by charles c. smith 
 
Stay On It 
Choreography: the wind in the leaves collective 
Dancers: Kevin A. Ormsby, Rodney Diverlus, Michael Mortley, Ana Claudette Groppler, Shannon 
Litzenberger, Bakari I. Lindsay, Yui Ugai 
Poetry: charles c. smith 
Music: Julius Eastman 
 
Feminine in Tea 
Choreography:  Olga Barrios and Norma Araiza 
Poetry:  Monica Gontovic 
Performers:  Olga Barrios, Monica Gontovic and Norma Araiza 
Music: Sigur Ros, Achraf Jannusi, Alexander Papaconstantinou, Bilal Hajji, Bjorn Djupstrom, 
Marc Anthony, Nadir Khayat / Sam Debbie (aka Cheb Khaled)  
 
Lonely Women 
Choreography: Olga Barrios 
Dancers: Victoria Matasoledad, Irma Villafuerte, Aria Evans, Kelly LaJeunesse 
Music: Ornette Coleman 
Poetry: charles c. smith 
 
Feb. 14-15, 2020: wind in the leaves with allies and friends 
Curated by charles c. smith 
 
heart2heart 
Choreographer: Aria Evans 
Created with and performed by: Corynne Bisson and Jordan Laffrenier 
 
Everything is Everything: Spirit of 5 
Choreography, Dance and Video Design: Aria Evans and Jesse Dell 
Music: John Luther Adams, Constantinople, Masada Trio, Anja Lechner and Francois Courterier 
Poetry: charles c. smith 
 
Haq 
Choreography, dance, music and poetry: Sashar Zarif 
 
March 13-14, 2020: wind in the leaves with allies and friends 
Curated by charles c. smith 
 
Stones Speak to Me 
Choreography and Dance: Atri Nundy 
Poetry: Sheniz Janmohamed 
 
Gay Guerrilla 
Choreography: wind in the leaves collective 
Music: Julius Eastman 
Poetry: charles c. smith 
 



About Citadel + Compagnie (citadelcie.com) 	  
 
Citadel + Compagnie is a dance organization with its home, The Citadel: Ross Centre for Dance, 
embedded within the Regent Park community of downtown Toronto. Through its creation, 
curation and cultivation of contemporary dance, C+C’s mission is to make a significant and 
lasting contribution to dance in Canada. The company’s vision is for exceptional dance to reach 
diverse communities and audiences and foster ongoing dialogue between artists and the public.  

Led by Artistic Director, Laurence Lemieux, the organization supports the artistic activities of its 
dance company, its performing arts series, and its training program. At its core, the company 
commits to the creation and production of innovative and accessible original works of dance, 
emphasizing the development of new work by resident choreographer James Kudelka and by 
Laurence Lemieux. Through remount initiatives, the company dedicates itself to the preservation 
of important Canadian dance work, making available iconic repertoire to a new generation of 
dancers.  

Under Lemieux’s leadership, C+C has had a marked impact on the local community, offering 
free studio access to key neighbourhood initiatives: Toronto Police Force 51 Division's youth 
and hip-hop program, the Regent Park School of Music, and Toronto Council Fire’s Indigenous 
dance program, First Fire. These collaborations have built lasting ties within the community, and 
as a result, The Citadel has become a sought-after safe space for youth to gather and explore 
their creativity. 	  
  
This project has been made possible (in part) by the Government of Canada. 
 

-30-  
________________________________________________________________  

  
For further media information, contact Lindsay Zier-Vogel: 

communications@citadelcie.com, 416-432-2275 


