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Citadel + Compagnie launches 2019/20 Bright Nights Season 
with the World Premiere of Aria Evans’ In The Abyss 

 
The Toronto-based mixed race (Mi’kmaq, Black, settler) choreographer explores 

perceptions around relationships and intimacy from Oct. 30-Nov. 2, 2019	  
 
TORONTO, ON – Citadel + Compagnie launches its fifth Bright Nights season with the 
world premiere of Aria Evans’ In The Abyss, an intimate and collaborative work taking 
place October 30-November 2 at The Citadel: Ross Centre for Dance. 	  
	  
In The Abyss applies choreography and metaphor to an exploration of the mysteries of 
life on earth and is the first full-length work of award-winning, emerging artist Aria 
Evans.  

“Aria Evans is a vital and powerful emerging choreographic voice in Toronto, and we 
are thrilled to be presenting her first full-length work at The Citadel. ” says Artistic 
Director, Laurence Lemieux. 

When she couldn’t see herself represented in the stories she was asked to tell as a 
young mixed-race dancer, Evans knew she was ready to start telling her own stories, 
weaving together the ideas of other underrepresented folks into collective visions and 
drawing on her experiences as a woman of mixed race—Mi'kmaq, Black, settler. 
 
In The Abyss was born out of the scientific fact, and beautiful metaphor, that we are all 
made of stardust – and about what, as a population, we have in common. The piece 
grapples with how to live with purpose, find meaning in one’s journey, all the while 
colliding honest explorations of loneliness with our innate need for connection. 
 
Please note: Evans has open rehearsals available for media and press during the week 
of Oct. 21, 2019. 
 

 
 
 



 
In The Abyss 
World Premiere 
October 30-November 2, 2019 
Choreographer: Aria Evans / Political Movement  
Presented by Citadel + Compagnie through Bright Nights 
 
Tickets for Citadel + Compagnie’s season are on sale at citadelcie.com. 
Trailer available here. 
 
Performances take place at The Citadel: Ross Centre for Dance, located at 304 
Parliament Street, Toronto, at Dundas and Parliament. 
 
Description: 
In The Abyss, a full-length dance theatre piece, applies choreography and metaphor to 
a heart-driven exploration of the mysteries of life on earth. It explores common 
expressions of humanity as it intersects with the science that situates us within the 
universe. Using the scientific theory that everything is made of stardust, it dives into the 
inescapable physics of the galaxies beyond us in relationship to our earth-bound lives. 
It grapples with how to live with purpose, find meaning in one’s journey, all the while 
colliding honest explorations of loneliness with our innate need for connection. 
	  
About Citadel + Compagnie (citadelcie.com)  
 
Citadel + Compagnie is a dance organization with its home, The Citadel: Ross Centre 
for Dance, embedded within the Regent Park community of downtown Toronto. 
Through its creation, curation and cultivation of contemporary dance, C+C’s mission is 
to make a significant and lasting contribution to dance in Canada. The company’s 
vision is for exceptional dance to reach diverse communities and audiences and foster 
ongoing dialogue between artists and the public.  

Led by Artistic Director, Laurence Lemieux, the organization supports the artistic 
activities of its dance company, its performing arts series, and its training program. At 
its core, the company commits to the creation and production of innovative and 
accessible original works of dance, emphasizing the development of new work by 
resident choreographer James Kudelka and by Laurence Lemieux. Through remount 
initiatives, the company dedicates itself to the preservation of important Canadian 
dance work, making available iconic repertoire to a new generation of dancers.  

Under Lemieux’s leadership, C+C has had a marked impact on the local community, 
offering free studio access to key neighbourhood initiatives: Toronto Police Force 51 
Division's youth and hip-hop program, the Regent Park School of Music, and Toronto 
Council Fire’s Indigenous dance program, First Fire. These collaborations have built 
lasting ties within the community, and as a result, The Citadel has become a sought-
after safe space for youth to gather and explore their creativity. 	  
  
This project has been made possible (in part) by the Government of Canada.  
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For further media information, contact Lindsay Zier-Vogel: 

outreach@citadelcie.com, 416-432-2275 


