on air
February 18-19 + 23-26, 2022 | 8pm | The Citadel: Ross Centre for Dance
February 25 | 8pm performance also being live-streamed at citadelcie.com
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on air is a conversation between three women forcibly yet delicately exploring generational difference,
the juxtaposition of real and virtual, and the state of being in-between; partly there, partly not – the
absent presence. Through play and relationship, the dancers and audience approach the uncertain
and unanswerable together.
Estimated running time: 80 minutes, no intermission
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on air is proudly presented through Citadel LIVE and made possible (in part) by the Government of Canada.
Citadel + Compagnie is generously supported by the City of Toronto through Toronto Arts Council, Ontario Arts Council, and Canada Council for the Arts.
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Message from the artist
on air began pre-pandemic, with an interest in how a work could be created virtually.
When collaborating online became normalized during the pandemic, my interest
turned to questions about how we are shaped - the threads of relationship and
experience that weave together to bring us here to this moment. The last two years
have invited a reconsideration of realities that co-exist - ones we must live with,
reconcile, or sometimes choose between. A string of new normals, the
transformation of routines of care and connection, and the way that distance was
collapsed by virtual connection over the past two years have offered time to listen
differently, and closely.
This on air process gave me space to consider inter-generational realities and the
stories people carry, especially those who keep to themselves, reminding me how
important it is to hear the untold stories of strong figures who forged a way, and
made a place for us. And how equally important it is to make space for future
generations to self-define, with full knowledge that history tends to repeat itself, and
that time and life have their cycles. The past and future are always in conversation in
all of us, right now.
I want to thank Syreeta, Jane-Alison and Amanda for the personal stories that
informed our process, in particular the ones about the strong female figures in their
lives, and to Alana who outfitted them in her family’s vintage clothes, all from her
grandmother’s farm. The space is created from repurposed elements of previous
adelheid shows. I am grateful to the entire design team: Josh, André and Jeremy for
always seeing what is possible and to Kit, Laura, Aaron, Dedra and Rachel for being
unwavering amidst so much change.
I also want to recognize the generations of artists and arts workers who have left and
continue to leave an imprint on me as an artist, including those who have worked to
make a place for dance, and performance work of all kinds here in Toronto. You
know who you are. Finally, thank you to Laurence Lemieux and the Citadel’s team
for their commitment to supporting the development of new work, their resilience
and ability to redefine, and respond to all of the shifts and restrictions since March
2020. Without their support over these last two years, this show simply would not
have happened.
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Meet the artists

HEIDI STRAUSS (she/her) creates dance-based experiences to examine human
behavior from different perspectives, using relationships as a basis to consider
our current social and environmental moment. She is interested in challenging
how we see/experience performance by shifting the physical perspective of the
audience, creating immersive, installation, ambulatory, site-sensitive and digital
works for theatre and non-theatre environments. A multi-Dora Award winning
choreographer and the Artistic Director of adelheid, Heidi believes in creating
opportunity for emerging artists interested in performance and choreographic
development through adelheid’s re:research programming. She has been a
resident artist at the Factory Theatre, The Theatre Centre, Harbourfront Centre,
and currently at The Citadel. Heidi has been commissioned by/choreographed
for Toronto Dance Theatre, Mocean Dance, The Frankfurt Opera, The Canadian
Opera Company, Volcano Theatre, and the Stratford Festival. She is a recipient
of the KM Hunter Award for Dance. https://adelheid.ca
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Meet the artists
SYREETA HECTOR (she/her) has worked for internationally
recognized companies like Peggy Baker Dance Projects, and
Toronto Dance Theatre. Currently, her award-winning solo
called Black Ballerina is touring across Canada. This season
Syreeta is one of the choreographers in residence with Toronto
Dance Theatre’s Pilot Projects, and is part of the Creative
Incubator Program at Citadel + Compagnie. syreetahector.com

Originally from New Brunswick, JANE-ALISON MCKINNEY
(she/her) is a dance artist inspired by the power of liveness,
collaboration, and reactivity. In 2016, she was awarded a
Metcalf Foundation Internship with adelheid under the
mentorship of Heidi Strauss, where she has also worked as a
dancer and producer. Jane-Alison’s choreography has been
supported by a variety of festivals and residencies including
Citadel + Compagnie, Summerworks, and Tangente (Mtl); as
well as Shawbrook Dance (Ireland) in collaboration with Emma
Kerson.

AMANDA PYE (she/her) is a movement artist and creator. She
has had the pleasure of working with a wide range of makers in
dance, theatre, and film. In addition to her work as an
interpreter and collaborator, Amanda plays with various forms
of storytelling through acting, writing, film, and movement.
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JEREMY MIMNAGH (he/him) is a photographer, filmmaker, projection and sound
designer for dance and theatre. He has worked with adelheid since its inception and
in recent years has frequently collaborated with Peggy Baker, Laurence Lemieux,
Kate Hilliard, and Jess Dobkin. https://mimnagh.ca
JOSHUA VAN TASSEL (he/him) is a composer/producer/session musician and sonic
landscaper. His solo work has garnered JUNO, ECMA, Dora and Music Nova Scotia
award wins and nominations, and he frequently works with many of Canada's best
songwriters and choreographers.
ANDRÉ DU TOIT (he/him) is a lighting designer for live performance based in
Toronto, although his designs have been seen across Canada and beyond. Recent
designs include Prince Hamlet (Why Not Theatre); R+J (Stratford Festival of
Canada) Now You See Her, Mouthpiece (Quote Unquote Collective); The Cave, Le
Grand Continental (Luminato).
ALANA ELMER (she/her) grew up on a farm, attended The School of Toronto Dance
Theatre and has worked with the company for over 15 years. She is a costume
designer, actor and guinea pig lover. Captivated by the power of framework and the
music of the body she is in constant examination of the lenses performer and
choreographer use to shape things, and how we engage with one another as we
shape them.
DEDRA MCDERMOTT (she/her) is an award-winning Black, new generation
multidisciplinary artist with a keen interest in choreographic performance and
methodology, visual and digital arts, and divergent approaches to engaging with
archival practices. She is a recipient of the Metcalf Foundation Performing Arts
Internship, focussing on Artistic Production (Curation and Dramaturgy) at adelheid
for 2021-22.
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RACHEL PENNY (she/her) is a performing arts producer working in Toronto. She
has been the Creative Producer for adelheid dance projects since 2016, and works
as a freelance producer with a variety of innovative and boundary-breaking artists
across disciplines.
KIT SIMMONS (they/them) is an actor-creator and art enabler. They often work as
an SM/PM and aspire to be a Fight Director. They are Autistic/Neurodivergent and
Queer, and a commitment to accessible and compassionate work process drives
their practice. Recent theatre and film credits: Sarah (Hoffworks Productions), The
Audition (Impetus Theatre).
AARON KELLY (he/him) is a theatre crafter. He has worked in theatre production
and design for 25 years. He is a production manager and technical director. He is a
lighting, projection, image, and set creator for Dance, Theatre, and Opera. His work
has been seen nationally and internationally in the United States, France and Fiji. In
2019 he was appointed as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Theatre at
York University. Some other companies that he has worked for include fu-Gen
Theatre Company, The Stratford Festival, The Banff Centre, Theatre Passe Muraille,
b current, Dancetheatre David Earle, Sheridan College.
LAURA COURNOYEA (she/them) is a Toronto-based arts manager and
administrator. Some credits include: Tribal Crackling Wind, Fujiwara Dance
Inventions, Dreamwalker Dance Company, Shannon Litzenberger, Toronto Dance
Theatre, Dusk Dances, Ontario Dances, Lucy Rupert, and CanAsian. Laura is the
Arts Education Manager for tiger princess dance projects and the Company
Manager for the dance:made in canada/fait au canada Festival.

adelheid believes performance is both about what is understood and what is felt,
about both meaning and the human potential to experience. We make work that
speaks to the ‘realness’ of where we are and who we are – how we are affected
by the world around us. Our work focuses on human contact, interaction, and the
environment we find ourselves within.
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Our Company

Citadel + Compagnie is an artistic and community entity with a dual purpose. It
is at once both place and people.
The Citadel: Ross Centre for Dance is a remarkable building nestled in the
Regent Park neighbourhood of Toronto. Since 2012, The Citadel has
established itself as an open and welcoming space for artists to rehearse,
create and perform, and where the community can learn, communicate, and
share.
The Citadel also acts as home to its own professional dance company, led by
artistic director Laurence Lemieux, and plays host to a range of creative
incubator and residency programs for some of Canada’s most interesting
emerging choreographers and dance companies.

The Citadel is home to its own dance company. Founded in 2000, the company
is known for its creative processes and intimate performances. Through
remount initiatives, the company also dedicates itself to the preservation of
important Canadian dance work, making available iconic repertoire to a new
generation of dancers.

As artistic director of Citadel + Compagnie for nearly two decades, Laurence
Lemieux has established herself as a leader within Toronto’s dance community.
Her multi-faceted experience as a dancer, choreographer, teacher and
presenter has guided the company’s mandate of community outreach and
engagement and given rise to C+C’s distinctive artistic voice.

C+C BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CREATE.
CURATE.
CULTIVATE.

Lisa Richter Davey, Chair
William Milne, Treasurer
Stephen Delaney
Terry Gardiner
Janet Minor
Laurence Lemieux (ex officio)

Our Supporters
Citadel + Compagnie wishes to express its deep gratitude towards the following supporters whose significant
lifetime giving of over $100,000 has helped us create not only The Citadel: Ross Centre for Dance but has also
helped with our operations, productions and tours. Thank you!
Gretchen & Donald Ross
David & Torunn Banks
The Lindy Green Family Charitable Foundation
Janice Lewis & Mitchel Cohen
Jim & Sandra Pitblado

Felicia Ross
The Delaney Family Foundation
Gail Hutchison
Jerry & Joan Lozinski
Robin Vaile Robinson

SEASON SUPPORTERS

PRESENTING PARTNERS
Night Shift 2021 co-presented with Fall for Dance North
A Perfect Day presented in collaboration with Harbourfront Centre
GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS
Canada Council for the Arts
Ontario Arts Council
Toronto Arts Council
Government of Canada
Government of Ontario
Ontario Trillium Foundation
CORPORATE SPONSORS
Jumpstart Sport Relief Fund*
SONY
Woodbridge Investments Corporation

FOUNDATIONS
Community One Foundation
The Delaney Family Foundation
Hal Jackman Foundation
K.M. Hunter Charitable Foundation
Metcalf Foundation
Bill Morneau & Nancy McCain Foundation*
IN-KIND DONATIONS
Canada’s National Ballet School
Sim International

*Donation directly supports C+C’s Citadel Dance Program, providing free dance education in ballet and tap to children and youth living
in Regent Park.
This list represents all donations made between January 2020 – December 31, 2021. It has been updated as of November 17 2021.
We apologize in advance for any omissions.
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INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS
$25,000 and above
Jerry & Joan Lozinski
Jim & Sandra Pitblado
Susan E. Hunter
$10,000 - $24,999
Jim Fleck
Susan E. Hunter
Ricardo Gomez-Inausti
Robin Vaile Robinson (In honour of Ross Robinson)
$5,000 - $9,999
David Binet
Terry Gardiner (In honour of Heather Janack)*
William Milne*
Robert Sirman
$500 - $4,999
Anonymous
Trevor & Lynly Bailie (In honour of James Kudelka)
Atin Bhattacharya
Anna Blewchamp
Ginelle Chagnon
Lisa Richter Davey
Rachel Davies
Lindy Green & Sam Chaiton
Ginette Hamel (In honour of Evelyn Hart)
Evelyn Hart
Maureen Kudelka
Martha McCain
Lynn McDonald
Janet Minor
Barbara & Kit Moore
Christopher Southam
Jane Spooner
Pamela Steele
Michael Trent
Denny Young

Interested in
supporting C+C?
Click HERE for
more info.

$10 - $499
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Sandra Dudley
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*Donation directly supports C+C’s Citadel Dance Program, providing free dance education in ballet and tap to children and youth living
in Regent Park.
This list represents all donations made between January 2020 – December 31, 2021. It has been updated as of December 31, 2021.
We apologize in advance for any omissions.

