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@’ Special thank you to New Dance Horizons for
supporting the early stages of this work.

Running time - 50 minutes, no intermission
This performance contains haze




Welcome

The inspiration for this work is rooted in the history of one of my
ancestors, Anne Martin (1614-1684). Anne’s background is quite
uncertain as she was either a “marriageable woman” who came from
France, or the daughter of an Indigenous woman who had married a
French settler.

Early on in the process | invited visual artist Edward Poitras to join me
in the creative exploration of this work. The uncertainty of Anne’s
origins sparked his interest, most notably the meeting between the
Indigenous and the French at the beginning of colonization. Edward’s
scenic design is inspired by Lile d'Orléans, which was named isle de
Bascuz by Jacques Cartier in 1535. Lle d'Orléans is the place where
my ancestors settled and where they remained for hundreds of years
until my grandfather, Francois-Albert Coté, left the island and moved
to Québec City, where | am from. Edward's design includes a unit of
measurement under the island, 103%™, which refers to the Planck
length, the smallest theoretically possible unit of measurement in our
universe.

Anne is a work that speaks about individual power, memory and
belonging. In addition to Edward'’s design, the work is supported by an
original composition by Aidan McConnell, original lighting design by
Nic Vincent, and rehearsal direction by Danielle Baskerville. This
work would not exist without these collaborators for whom | hold the
deepest of gratitude.

-Laurence Lemieux

Special thanks to Marianna Rosato, Eli Stefura, Adam Achacon, Caroline
O'Brien, and Robin Poitras and the team at New Dance Horizons.
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Meet the Artists

Laurence Lemieux | Choreographer, Performer

Laurence Lemieux is a dancer, choreographer, teacher,
presenter and artistic director of Citadel + Compagnie.
Born in Québec City, Lemieux studied dance

at L'Ecole Supérieure de Danse du Québec and The
School of Toronto Dance Theatre. From 1986 to 1998 she
performed for Toronto Dance Theatre, winning a Dora
Mavor Moore Award for her interpretation of Christopher House’s
“Cryptoversa”in 1998. Over the course of her career, Lemieux has danced for
some of Canada’s most prominent choreographers, including Margie Gillis,
James Kudelka, and Jean-Pierre Perreault, and has created over thirty original
works, drawing deeply on personal experiences that resonate strongly with
audiences and presenters alike.

As artistic director of Citadel + Compagnie, Lemieux has established herself as a
leader within Toronto’s dance community. Over her twenty-five-year tenure she
has built the company’'s home, The Citadel: Ross Centre for Dance, into the
cultural beacon it has become today, instituting much needed platforms for
presentation, and creating the Citadel Dance Program, bringing accessible
dance classes to children living in Toronto’s Regent Park.

Under Lemieux’s leadership, the company has toured extensively, travelling to
Russia, Scotland’s Edinburgh Festival, Vimy, France, the acclaimed Jacob's
Pillow Festival, and Battery Dance Festival in NYC, facilitating artistic exchange
around the globe.

Lemieux’s satisfaction as an artist comes from sharing her love of dance with
both audiences and students and she has taught at many respected institutions
across Canada. She is a passionate advocate for the arts and a deeply engaged
and active member of the dance community.



Edward Poitras | Senior Artist

Edward Poitras was born in 1953 in Regina, Saskatchewan
and is a member of the Gordon First Nation. He studied
with Sarain Stump at the Saskatchewan Indian Cultural
College in Saskatoon (1974) and then with Mexican
Aboriginal artist Domingo Cisneros at Manitou College in
La Macaza, Québec (1975-1976). Poitras then became an
instructor himself, teaching at the Saskatchewan Indian Federated College in
Saskatoon (1976-1978), the University of Manitoba(1978) and the Saskatchewan
Indian Federated College at the University of Regina(1981-1984, 1989-1990, now
First Nations University of Canada). Poitras has also worked as a graphic artist for
New Breed magazine (1984-1985).

Poitras's mixed-media sculptures and installations combine a variety of natural
and human-made elements. His work explores themes including history, treaties,
the effects of colonialism, and life in urban spaces and on the reserve.

Poitras's work has been exhibited in solo and group shows across the country and
in the United States, Finland, and has been included in nearly every major
contemporary Aboriginal exhibition since 1980. In 1995, Poitras became the first
Aboriginal artist to represent Canada at the Venice Biennale. A 2002 exhibition
organized by Saskatoon's Mendel Art Gallery, “Qu'Appelle: Tales of Two Valleys,”
included many of his recent works.

Poitras's work is part of the collections of the Canadian Museum of Civilization
(Hull, Quebec), Mendel Art Gallery (Saskatoon), Saskatchewan Arts Board,
MacKenzie Art Gallery (Regina), Thunder Bay Art Gallery, and the Department of
Indian and Northern Affairs, among others. In 2002, Poitras was awarded the
Governor General's Award in Visual and Media Arts. In November 2020, Edward
joined Robin Poitras C.M. as the Co-Artistic Director of New Dance Horizons.



| Nic Vincent | Lighting Designer

Nic is a lighting designer based out of Toronto and New York
City. He began his career in Canada’s contemporary dance scene
and is happy to be returning to it with such incredible artists.
Now specializing in theatre, dance, and opera, he has designed
award-winning productions across the U.S. and Canada,
including Off-Broadway and regionally.

Recent Off-Broadway: Lincoln Center Theater, Roundabout, The

Atlantic, The Apollo, Theater Row, 59E59, Mabou Mines, New
Ohio, NY Live Arts, Rattlestick. Regional: Geva Theatre, Guthrie

Theater, Yale Repertory Theatre, Indiana Repertory Theatre,
People’s Light (Barrymore nominated), Portland Opera,
Sacramento Opera.

Other work includes Wéi g€ 7(Yvonne Ng), NIGHTGOWNS (Sasha
Velour / Quibi), and many new-play developments, most recently
at the Blyth festival. Member: ADC IATSE 659, M.F.A.: Yale School

of Drama, nicvincent.com

Aidan McConnell | Composer, Sound Designer

Ml Aidan McConnell (he/him)is a composer, drummer, improviser, and

Ml concert producer/curator based in Toronto. He sees all of his
musical endeavors from the perspective of a facilitator. Whether he
is organizing a concert, performing improvised music as a
drummer, or composing for a play, dance performance, or musical
ll ensemble, to support the unification of others’ artistic voices is one
= of his greatest joys. As a composer and improviser, Aidan is
interested in exploring experimental forms, playing with audience
and performers’ attention/rate of perception, and performing with
honesty and vulnerability. Aidan performs frequently in the jazz and
improvised music scene in Toronto, as well as with experimental
folk-rock band Burs, freak folk band Potions, and Montréal based
folk songwriter Bells Larsen.

~ Photo: Bells Larsen


http://nicvincent.com/

Danielle Baskerville | Rehearsal Director

Danielle Baskerville has been engaged in performing, teaching,
rehearsal directing, producing, and advocating within the field of
dance for 30 years. She has received numerous awards for

= performance, as well as independent and scholarly support for

| research into dance archiving, and the intersection of performance
and affect theory. She has served a five-year term on the board of
the Canadian Alliance of Dance Artists (CADA-East), received her MA
from York University, is Artistic Associate of The Dietrich Group and
Artistic Coordinator at Dance Arts Institute. As a performer she
most recently appeared in a solo film by Jonathan Osborn

entitled 100 YEARS OF WOMEN IN CINEMA IN 300 MOVING PIECES
(composed of chronologically organised excerpts of movement
sourced from the performances of 300 different female "icons"
from global cinema). In addition to her dance life, Danielle is one
year into a new career as a Registered Massage Therapist and
finding immense joy in helping others feel better in their bodies.

Eliajah Stefura| Technical Director

Eli (he/him)is a technician in the city of Toronto. He began working
professionally in the industry upon his graduation from Toronto
Metropolitan University in 2019. Eli danced recreationally and
professionally for 19 years before transitioning to a career in
production. Eli Joined the Citadel team in 2021 and has enjoyed
being able to blend his love of dance with his passion for technical
production.

Marianna Rosato | Production and Stage Manager

A Toronto native, Marianna received her BFA as a graduate of
Toronto Metropolitan University. She spent three years as the
assistant stage manager for Toronto Dance Theatre before working
as a freelance SMin Toronto. She has stage-managed works for
Nova Dance, Fujiwara Dance Inventions, Tiger Princess Dance
Projects, adelheid Dance Projects, BoucharDanse, the dance: made
in Canada series, the National Ballet School of Canada, and many
others. In 2013 Marianna began stage managing for Citadel +
Compagnie, and after receiving a Metcalf internship, became the
company'’s Production Stage Manager in 2017. She taught Dance
Stage Management at TMU from 2015-2023.

Photo by Kristina Smith Photography



+

CREATE.
CURATE.
CULTIVATE.

Citadel + Compagnie is an artistic and community entity with a dual
purpose.
It is at once both place and people.

The Citadel: Ross Centre for Dance is a remarkable building nestled in the
Regent Park neighbourhood of Toronto. Since 2012, The Citadel has
established itself as an open and welcoming space for artists to rehearse,
create and perform, and where the community can learn, communicate,
and share.

The Citadel plays host to a range of presentation platforms and residency
programs for some of Canada’s most interesting choreographers and
dance companies. It is also the home of the Citadel Dance Program,
providing free dance education to local children and youth, and neighbour
Toronto Council Fire's Indigenous dance program, First Fire.

Compagnie de la Citadelle is the professional dance company within
Citadel + Compagnie. Founded in 2000, the Compagnie is known for its
creative processes and intimate performances of classic works and new
creations. Through remount initiatives, the Compagnie also dedicates
itself to the preservation of important Canadian dance work, making
available iconic repertoire to a new generation of dance artists.

Citadel + Compagnie
Artistic Director: Laurence Lemieux
General Manager: Kaitlin Standeven*
Interim General Manager: Jake Ramos
Production Manager: Marianna Rosato
Artistic Producer: Sierra Chin Sawdy
Outreach + Box Office Coordinator: Rachana Joshi
Financial Director: Simon Rossiter
Digital Producer: Juliette Coleman
Assistant to the Artistic Director: Christina Litt Belch
Front of House Coordinator: Kéita Fournier-Pelletier
Technical Director: Eliajah Stefura
Bookkeeping: Morgyn Aronyk-Schell
Poster Design: Messenger
*on maternity leave

C+C BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Terry Gardiner, Chair
William Milne, Treasurer
Patricia Fraser, Secretary
Janet Minor
Micheline McKay



Our Supporters

Citadel + Compagnie wishes to express its deep gratitude towards the following supporters
whose significant lifetime giving of over $100,000 has helped us create not only The Citadel: Ross
Centre for Dance but has also helped with our operations, productions and tours. Thank you!

Gretchen & Donald Ross

David & Torunn Banks

Lindy Green Family Foundation
Janice Lewis & Mitchell Cohen
Jim & Sandra Pitblado

Felicia Ross

Delaney Family Foundation
Gail Hutchison

Jerry & Joan Lozinski
Robin Vaile Robinson

The 2025/26 season is generously supported by

g

Joan & Jerry Lozinski

Lindy Green
Family Foundation

FOUNDATION

PRESENTING PARTNERS
Night Shift 2025 is co-presented with Fall for Dance North

Citadel Dance Exchange is presented in collaboration with The National Ballet of Canada’s
Creative Action Programme

Venue Sponsor ArtHubs Events and Daniels Spectrum

GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS

Canada Council for the Arts
Government of Canada
Ontario Arts Council
Government of Ontario
Toronto Arts Council

CORPORATIONS

Jumpstart**
Hull Life Insurance Corporation

FOUNDATIONS

Lindy Green Family Foundation

Hal Jackman Foundation

K.M. Hunter Charitable Foundation

Kingfisher Foundation

The | & | Fund

The Metcalf Foundation

The Zita and Mark Bernstein Family Foundation
Tippet Foundation™*

Bulmash-Siegel Foundation

Edward A. Krucker Charitable Foundation

SPECIAL THANKS TO
Delta Bingo & Gaming

**Donation directly supports C+C's Citadel Dance Program, providing free dance education to children and youth living in Regent Park.

S BF TORANTO ONTARIO ARTS COUNCIL
TORONTO CONSEIL DES ARTS DE L'ONTARIO .
Ontario

ARTS _COUNCIL

Canada Council Conseil desarts _ Funded by the Government of Canada
for the Arts du Canada Financé par le gouvernement du Canada

Canada



$25,000 and above
Jerry & Joan Lozinski
Jim & Sandra Pitblado

$10,000 - $24,999
Robert Sirman
Robin Vaile Robinson

$5,000 - $9,999
Ricardo Gomez-Inausti
William Milne*

Barbara & Kit Moore

$1,000 - $4,999
Terry Gardiner
Christopher House
Lucille Joseph
Tammy Lipson
Lynn McDonald
Janet Minor

Lisa Richter Davey
Michael Trent
Anonymous

$500 - $999
James Austin
Peggy Baker

Anna Blewchamp
John Carter
Stephen Delaney
Rosemary Gosselin
Janice Oliver
Micheline McKay and
Richard Comparey
Kenny Pearl
James Robertson
James Scott

Jim Searle

Karen Sparks
Laura Wills

*Monthly donor

SEASON SUPPORTERS

$10 - $499

Dorothy Abott
Miriam Adams
Heather Alloway
Tracy Barber

Mimi Beck

Johanna Bergfelt
Atin Bhattacharya
Marc Boivin

Nathalie Bonjour
Sylvie Bouchard
Ginelle Chagnon
Marie-Josée Chartier
Andree Chenier
John Colburn and Grant Roll
Barbara deKat*
Richard Denesiuk - In
Memory of Lianne Fournier
Miran Desoysa
James Dunn

Yasmin Emery
Gordon Foster
Lucille Fournier
Lorne Fox

Dianne Fraser
Patricia Fraser
Judith Gallant

David Genoway
Randy Glynn
Marie-Andrée Gougeon
Pamela Grundy

John Gzowski

Marc Hammond
Andrew Hartley

Jane Helie

Carol Hensley
Maxine Heppner

Ann Hogarth
Leslie-Ann Holbrow
Johanna Householder
Karen Kaeja

James Kudelka
Benoit Lamarche

Coreen Lapointe
Christiane Lemieux
Lilia Leon

Deborah Lundmark
Susan Macpherson
Patricia Marino
Tom McGillis

Jean McNeil

Rob Miskey

Keith Morino

A.J. Morra

Jeff Morris
Stephen Murphy
Laurie Nemetz
Selma Odom

Gail Packwood
Martine Pelletier
Suzanne Pelletier
Joan Phillips

Shan Richardson
Carolyn Ring

Karen Sasaki

Lane Slayer

Jane Spooner
Vicki St. Denys*
John Stanley

Myra Stephen
Jacqui Strachan
Anisa Tejpar

Gerry Trentham
Gail Vanstone

Nava Messas Waxman
Mary Ann West
Phyllis Whyte
Barbara Willis-Sweete
Christine Wright
Anonymous(5)

This list represents all donations made between June 1, 2024 - September 30, 2025. It has been updated as of
September 30, 2025. We apologize in advance for any omissions.


https://www.citadelcie.com/support-cc/

OCT 16—18 / 2025

THE CITADEL: d
ROSSCENTREFOR DANCE  *

CO-PRESENTED WITH

CITADEL
LIVE 53

CITADELCIE.COM

/NIGHTSHIFT /

CLICK HERE FOR

TICKETS AND INFO



https://www.citadelcie.com/event/night-shift-2025/

TORONTO
COUNCIL
FIRE NATIVE
CULTURAL
CENTRE

QuT neigthUr
S

o
Y Toronto Council Fire Native

Cultural Centre is one of

many Aboriginal service

providers in the Greater

Toronto Area that work

together to address the On an annual
social, health, education, basis they
economic, and cultural interact with over

needs of the Toronto 200,000 clients
urban Aboriginal made up of youth,
population. adults, seniors,
and families who

are established in
the community or
in transition.


https://www.councilfire.ca/donate/

